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• Congress amended IDEA in 1990 which 
mandated transition services for older 
students with disabilities.

• This was to address concerns that students 
with unique needs were leaving schools with unique needs were leaving schools 
unprepared for adult life and responsibilities.

• This also was enacted to address the 
increasing concern with students dropping 
out of schools without obtaining a diploma.  



• Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in 
effect when the child turns 16, or younger if 
determined appropriate by the IEP Team, and 
updated annually, thereafter, the IEP must 
include-

(1) Appropriate measurable postsecondary goals 
based upon age appropriate transition based upon age appropriate transition 
assessments related to training, education, 
employment, and where appropriate, 
independent living skills; and

(2) The transition services (including courses of 
study) needed to assist the child in reaching 
those goals. 



1. Transition services means a coordinated set of 
activities for a child with a disability that-
�Is designed to be within a results-oriented process, 
that is focused on improving the academic and 
functional achievement of the child with a disability to 
facilitate the child’s movement from school to post-facilitate the child’s movement from school to post-
school activities, including postsecondary education, 
vocational education, integrated employment 
(including supported employment), continuing and 
adult education, adult services, independent living, or 
community participation.



(2) Is based on the individual child’s needs, taking 
into account the child’s strengths, preferences, 
and interests; and includes-

(i) Instruction;

(ii) Related services;
(iii) Community experiences;(iii) Community experiences;
(iv)  The development of employment and 

other post-school adult living objectives; and

(v)  If appropriate, acquisition of daily living 
skills and provision of a functional vocational 
evaluation.



� The definition of transition services at 34 CFR 
300.43(b) specifies that transition services for 
children with disabilities may be special 
education, if provided as specially designed 
instruction, or a related service if required to instruction, or a related service if required to 
assist a child to benefit from special 
education.



� The public agency (Local Education Agency) 
must invite a child with a disability to attend 
the child’s IEP team meeting if a purpose of 
the meeting will be the consideration of the 
postsecondary goals for the child and the postsecondary goals for the child and the 
transition services needed to assist the child 
in reaching those goals under CFR 300.320(b).



� Employment:  What is the desired career goal 
for the student.  How will this be supported in 
their educational program and after high 
school?  (Career Technology classes, 
Vocational training, etc.)Vocational training, etc.)

� Independent Living:  What is the desired goal 
for the student.  How can this be supported 
while in school to improve the child’s 
independence and quality of life?   



� Postsecondary Education:  What are the 
options for continuing the child’s education?  
It is important to explore all available options 
available to the child after high school and 
address needed skills to qualify for this.address needed skills to qualify for this.

� Income:  How will the child and the family 
support the above choices?  Exploring the 
options should include all income sources 
available to the student.



� Transportation:  Will the child have 
transportation needs?  Will they be able to 
drive or require assistance with obtaining 
resources for this?

� Recreation/Leisure:  Will the child require � Recreation/Leisure:  Will the child require 
specific instruction to address recreation and 
leisure options available to them?  Does the 
family need to be given additional resources 
for this? 



� Medical:  Are there any special health care 
needs that need to be addressed?  Can the 
child manage their health care or do they 
require supports?  

� Other Needs and Concerns:  Are there any � Other Needs and Concerns:  Are there any 
additional concerns or issues that need 
addressed while in school such as 
Guardianship, Special Needs Trusts, etc. 



� In Texas, there is one diploma

� There are 3 high school graduation option:

Minimum High School Program

Recommended High School Program

Distinguished High School Program  Distinguished High School Program  



� Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special PopulationsChapter 89. Adaptations for Special PopulationsChapter 89. Adaptations for Special PopulationsChapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations

� Subchapter AA. Special Education ServicesSubchapter AA. Special Education ServicesSubchapter AA. Special Education ServicesSubchapter AA. Special Education Services

� §§§§89.1070. Graduation Requirements.89.1070. Graduation Requirements.89.1070. Graduation Requirements.89.1070. Graduation Requirements.

� (a) Graduation with a regular high school diploma under subsection (b) or (d) of this section 
terminates a student's eligibility for special education services under this subchapter and Part B 
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 United States Code, §§1400 et seq. 
In addition, as provided in Texas Education Code (TEC), §42.003(a), graduation with a regular 
high school diploma under subsection (b) or (d) of this section terminates a student's 
entitlement to the benefits of the Foundation School Program.

� (b) A student receiving special education services may graduate and be awarded a regular high � (b) A student receiving special education services may graduate and be awarded a regular high 
school diploma if:

� (1) the student has satisfactorily completed the state's or district's (whichever is greater) 
minimum curriculum and credit requirements for graduation (under the recommended or 
distinguished achievement high school programs in Chapter 74 of this title (relating to 
Curriculum Requirements)) applicable to students in general education, including satisfactory 
performance on the exit level assessment instrument; or

� (2) the student has satisfactorily completed the state's or district's (whichever is greater) 
minimum curriculum and credit requirements for graduation (under the minimum high school 
program in Chapter 74 of this title) applicable to students in general education, including 
participation in required state assessments. The student's admission, review, and dismissal 
(ARD) committee shall determine whether satisfactory performance on a required state 
assessment shall also be required for graduation.



� c) A student receiving special education services may also graduate and receive a 
regular high school diploma when the student's ARD committee has determined that the 
student has successfully completed:

� (1) the student's individualized education program (IEP);

� (2) one of the following conditions, consistent with the student's IEP:

� (A) full-time employment, based on the student's abilities and local employment 
opportunities, in addition to sufficient self-help skills to enable the student to maintain 
the employment without direct and ongoing educational support of the local school 
district;
the employment without direct and ongoing educational support of the local school 
district;

� (B) demonstrated mastery of specific employability skills and self-help skills which do 
not require direct ongoing educational support of the local school district; or

� (C) access to services which are not within the legal responsibility of public education, 
or employment or educational options for which the student has been prepared by the 
academic program;

� (3) the state's or district's (whichever is greater) minimum credit requirements for 
students without disabilities; and

� (4) the state's or district's minimum curriculum requirements to the extent possible with 
modifications/substitutions only when it is determined necessary by the ARD committee 
for the student to receive an appropriate education.



� d) A student receiving special education services may also graduate and receive a regular high 
school diploma upon the ARD committee determining that the student no longer meets age 
eligibility requirements and has completed the requirements specified in the IEP.

� (e) All students graduating under this section shall be provided with a summary of academic 
achievement and functional performance as described in 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 
§300.305(e)(3). This summary shall consider, as appropriate, the views of the parent and 
student and written recommendations from adult service agencies on how to assist the student 
in meeting postsecondary goals. An evaluation as required by 34 CFR, §300.305(e)(1), shall be 
included as part of the summary for a student graduating under subsection (c) of this section.

(f) Students who participate in graduation ceremonies but who are not graduating under � (f) Students who participate in graduation ceremonies but who are not graduating under 
subsection (c) of this section and who will remain in school to complete their education do not 
have to be evaluated in accordance with subsection (e) of this section.

� (g) Employability and self-help skills referenced under subsection (c) of this section are those 
skills directly related to the preparation of students for employment, including general skills 
necessary to obtain or retain employment.

� (h) For students who receive a diploma according to subsection (c) of this section, the ARD 
committee shall determine needed educational services upon the request of the student or 
parent to resume services, as long as the student meets the age eligibility requirements.

� Source: The provisions of this §89.1070 adopted to be effective March 6, 2001, 26 TexReg 
1837; amended to be effective August 1, 2002, 27 TexReg 3061; amended to be effective 
November 11, 2007, 32 TexReg 8129.



� Explore post school options

� Understand your child’s interests and abilities

� Work with the school and agencies to 
coordinate activities for a smooth transition

� Understand your options for graduation and � Understand your options for graduation and 
carefully plan for the best option for your 
child

� Attend transition fairs and information 
sessions

� Seek assistance from school transition staff



� Education Service Center Region XVIII, The 
Legal Framework. Retrieved from: 
http://framework.esc18.net/.  

� National Center on Secondary Education and 
Transition. Retrieved from: Transition. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ncset.org/. 

� National Dissemination Center for Children 
with Disabilities. Retrieved from: 
http://www.nichcy.org/Pages/Home.aspx.



� The Texas Education Agency.  Retrieved from: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/.

� Wright’s Law.  Retrieved from:  
http://www.wrightslaw.com/.
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